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The Royal Tourism into Sustainable Development

s lract

The objective of this article is to analyze the reasons for the royal journeys
of King Rama IX (1927-2016), the problems the monarch had encountered, the
royal initiatives, methods to overcome the poverty problem of his subjects as
well as the results of his attempts to see whether they are in accordance with
sustainable development and geo-social principles. The areas of this investigation
covered Thai villages in San Kamphaeng and Mae On districts, a Hmong village
in Mae Rim district, and a Karen village in Mae Wang district, Chiang Mai province.
This investigation focuses on the events from 1969 to 2017. This qualitative research
was based on a documentary research, interviews with key informants, and
direct experiences of the researcher. The data were verified for their accuracy
and the results are presented descriptively. The findings are summarized as
follows.

Royal tourism of Thai monarchs took place in the Ayuthaya Period. However,
the concept was officially conceived in the reign of King Rama V (1853-1901) according
to the name of the royal barge. M.C. Peesadet Ratchanee introduced the royal term
to apply to the royal visits of the late King Rama IX to his subjects in mountainous
areas in the north.

The reasons for the royal visits stemmed from the status and roles of
the kings who were obliged to observe the Ten Moral Codes and were concerned
about the well being of their subjects. Their subjects and the country in those
days were encountering the problems of communism (1965-1982), economy, poverty,
transportation, destruction of natural resources due to the slash-and-burn farming
practice and opium cultivation, and opportunity deprivation of minority ethnic
groups.



Solving the problems based on the Four Noble Truths, which include
suffering, the cause of suffering, the cessation of suffering and the path leading
to the cessation of suffering, enables residents to manage to solve their socio-
economic and environmental problems. It is also in accordance with sustainable
development and 17 items of the Global Sustainable Development Principle.
Before 1977, the royal personal projects were used to solve the problems. After
the initial stage, the royal and royally initiated projects had been implemented.

Before 1977, the average annual income of Thai residents was about
20,000 baht. After the problems had been solved, their income increased to
100,000 or 200,000 baht or even more. For the Hmong ethnic group, their
average annual income was not over 4,000 baht, but after the problems had
been solved, it increased to 300,000 baht. Some might earn as much as a million
baht a year. The average annual income of the Karen ethnic group was similar
to that of the Hmong, but after the problems had been solved, it increased to
between 100,000 and 300,000 baht, which was over thirty times higher than
what they used to earn. In addition to better annual income, transportation,
communication, education, and public health had improved significantly. However,
public health and communication still required more improvement.
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The findings

The cultivation of temperate fruits and vegetables as well as process and
sales of these farming produce in addition to handicraft, tourism, and development
of production factors had increased production yields and incomes. One positive
result of these attempts was that opium cultivation was reduced and was
completely eradicated in 1984. Leading their lives based on the royal and royally
initiated projects had improved the quality of life of these marginalized ethnic
groups.

Nevertheless, it is inevitable that developments have brought about
socio-cultural and environmental changes. For instance, bio-diversity has been
reduced in the forest ecological system, and culture, such as traditional dress,
has not been the same as before. However, conventional patterns have still been
maintained

The results of such developments were based on sustainable development.
The best and most tangible change was economic, followed by social and
environmental respectively. There have been some negative impacts from the
developments, but they have been in an ongoing problem-solving process.
Consequently, the results have been in accordance with the principle of sustainable
development with successes varying according to geographical, social and ethnic
differences. Economically, the Hmong were most successful, followed by Thais
and the Karen respectively.
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nasIINNsUsEgNsERulandina1udl IaAnunuufURAng 21 (Agenda 21) dnsu
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