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ABSTRACT

This study examined and compared the use of local wisdom between Kuaren
(Skaw), Lawa and Thai peasants in the conservation of the forest ecosystem in northern
Thattand.  The study [ocused on the local wisdom of Karen and compared 1t with that of
Lawa and Thar peasants.  Successes, problems and obstacles pertaining to the use of such
wisdom were investigated and identified.  Secondary data were obtained from documents
and primary data from participative observation in activities and rituals, using informal
interviews.  The data were then analyzed by the researcher together with the peasants and

NGO developers 1n the villages 1y upper northern Thailand.

. . , : .
It was found that according to the peasants’ perceplion, the forest ecosystem

consists of non—hving (abiotic environment) e.g. soil, water, temperature, minerals, rain

7oA i 39 Y., dam, ale (o)




95

ete., and living (biotic environment) i.e. animals, plants and human beings.  Besides, they
behieve that the forest ecosystenm 1s [illed with holy things.  They base their production
and living on the forest by sticking to conservalion, symbiosis, reverence respecty, fear and
gratitude.  This tradition of subsistence production has successfully contributed to the

) .
ccosyslem's preservalion.

With the advent of infrastructure development, however, the subsistence economy
has been changed (o marketing economy since 1950s.  During the diffusion of modern
twechnology some of the peasamts could sull preserve the [orest ecosystem by way of the
focal  wisdom through the use of religious, customs, old ideology, beliels, rituals,
teachings, oral lterature, rules and agreements.  Karens use the local wisdom to educale

new generations more than the other uibes,

The traditional rituals used to conserve the forest ecosystem involve animism
and ammatism respect, hanging the umbilical cord at the giant iree, the local irrigation
system, the mountain water~supply, succeeding the river, relorestaton, crop rotation and
provision  of fire—prevention boundary.  These (raditional rituals  express respect,
gratilude, fearness, fealty and hospitality between human beings and the supernatural. At
present, the rituals have expanded to other areas in northern Thailand because they arc

supported by academic people and NGO developers.

Using the local wisdom in term of beliels, rules and punishments to the nicu
4 s P
who destroy the forest makes the forest in northern Thatland the most abundant, especially

m Karen and Lawa areas.
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