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Abstract

This research is an analitical study of travelling
merchants (pack-ox merchants or village traders) in the
Northern part of Thailand during A.D.ecdd-asoo. The research
is focused on the methods of trading and development of the
occupation. The method of study is historical research. The
research utilized both primary and secondary sources and
interviews with those who have had direct experiences and
other ones who were concerned with travelling merchants. About
moo PErsons were interviewed.

Finding : Pack-ox merchants were peasants. Most of
them worked after finishing the harvest in the fields. They would
take a few local products, loaded them on pack-oxen and sold
them to buy some factory products such as clothes, cotton yarn,
matches, kerosine and other things which couldn't be produced
in the villages such as dried fish and salt. The pack-ox
merchants were richer than the peasants in their villages but
they were poorer than merchants in towns. The pack-ox
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merchants pursued their work alone without support from
government in either fund subsidise and other priviledges.

The main obstacles in developing the occupation, pack-ox
merchants were unable to get funding for loans, limited to
marketing, things that would sell and be carried cargoes during
the period of trading about o-« months in dry season after
harvesting. An other factor is the limiting system of pack-ox
merchants' culture and consciousness. They did not dare to
expand their business into other towns and the business could
not be different from their ancestors. All their factors were
obstacles in developing trade.

After government land development and communication
expression in the Northern part of Thailand in the early oo
century, trading with pack-oxen slowed down because cars
and trains took cargoes instead of pack-oxen.

In the present time (A.D.ss=o) pack-ox is absolete
because government has constructed roads to join towns with
villages. There are a few pack-ox caravans remaining in remote
rural areas which have no gravel roads.
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