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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study trading by boat in the
Ping River between Chiangmai and Bangkok from the reign of King Mungrai
(around B.E.1939 — 2101) until the time of Yan — Hi Dam’s construction
(B.E.2505 — 2507). However, the study emphasized especially on the trading
by boat between Bangkok and Chiangmai after Thailand had traded freely
with foreign countries (B.E.2392) until the construction of the railroad from
Bangkok to Chiangmai had been completed (B.E.2464).

The historical research mothed was applied in this study. The
researcher used primary sources from the record of the British Consul of
Chiangmai, evidence from National Archives Library, contemporary records of
events, and interviewing about thirty people who had come experience in
trading by boat or those who related to trading during that period. In
addition, the researcher also used secondary sources and the study of the
locations related.

It was found that the communication by the Ping River between the
northern and central provinces began during the reign of Pranang Chamatawi
(B.E.1200) by La— Wo and Haripoonchai. Later after Nakhorn Chiangmai had
been established as the center of Lanna Kingdom (B.E.1839) there was some
evidence of trading between Chiangmai and Ayuthaya. The evidence like this
was also found regularly during the time that Bangkok was the capital of
Thailand. Trading by boat between Chiangmai and Bangkok ended when there
was arailroad to Chiangmai (B.E.2464).



Goods which was imported to Chiangmai was salt, cloth and glass.
After the year B.E. 2398, some European countries sold more fuel, clothes and
utensils made of iron to the northern provinces of Thailand, which caused the
self sufficiency economy system of the northern part of Thailand to be
gradually destroyed.

The exported goods of Chiangmai was products of forests : lacquer,
animal skin, animal horns, wood, wax, ect., Lacquer had been exported from
Chiangmai until the time trading by boat was extinguished. Lacquer has bcen
Chiangmai’s exported goods neceded most by Bangkok since the past up to
the present time (B.E.2528).

Traders by boat in the Ping River could be divided into three main
groups as follows : Chinese traders, Thai traders, and punters in the trading boats.
In the reign of King Mungrai there were more traders who were members of
the nobility that those who commoners or peasants because of the sentry
system which hindered the commoners from trading freely. The Chinese traders
by boat between Chiangmai and Bangkok traded very successfully and could
accumulate a fortune for their children who are now among the rich in
Chiangmai. The Thai traders by boat who traded after the harvesting season
were not as successful as the Chinese traders ; however, they were much
better off than other peasants in villages. The punters and the workers in
trading boats were like those peasants in villages.

The seasons why the Thai traders and the punters were not as
successful as those Chinese traders were the limitation of capital and the

cultural systems. Especially the second reason that caused the traders who



were peasants to cling to their own villages in stead of leaving for big cities
to trade. Therefore after the construction of the railroad to Chiangmai, many
Thai traders by boat decided to stop trading and returned to be peasants.
There were some Thai traders who still traded between Chiangmai and Tak
and also Pak-Nampho. However, these Thai traders stopped trading and
returned to be peasants as before.

For the punters of the trading bost, besides the cultural system, the
limitation of capital was another big problem which prevented them from
being traders. The money they saved from their wages was not enough to get
in to trading business. Therefore, after quitting being punters of trading boats

they became peasants and secked employment after the harvesting season.
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